
Equipment installed
at two area hospitals

Both the Pearl River County Hospital at Poplarville and
the Highland Community Hospital at Picayune have new
amateur radio equipment installed for use in emergencies.

Utilizing a grant from the Mississippi Hospitals
Association, the two hospitals too part in a program which
assisted hospitals in all six coastal Mississippi counties to
purchase and have ham gear installed.

The program permitted the hospitals to purchase the
equipment then be reimbursed up to $5,000 for the gear. Local
ham radio operators involved with emergency communications
in their communities were asked to assist the hospitals in
selecting and getting the equipment installed.

In Pearl River County, Larry Wagoner (N5WLW) was
asked to spearhead the effort. 

The equipment selected included Yaesu FT 897-D
transceivers, Kenwood TM-710A transceivers, Kamtronics XL
TNC units, dual-band antennas and 80-meter dipoles, as well
as Dell computers to handle digital communications.

The equipment is intended to be used to ensure that
communications are possible in the event of another
emergency such as Hurricane Katrina. 

Hospitals in all six coastal counties were included in the
grant, including Pearl River, Stone, Greene, Hancock, Harrison
and Jackson counties. 
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Local Ham Named As
Mississippi Section PIC

Pearl River County ham Larry
Wagoner (N5WLW) has been selected to
serve as Mississippi
ARRL Section Public
Information
Coordinator.

The selection
was made by Section
Manager Malcolm
Keown and
announced by ARRL
Media and Public
Relations Manager
Allen Pitts (W1AGP). 

In welcoming
Wagoner to the post,
Pitts noted that changes in emergency
communications and media make it
imperative that ham radio continue to make
the public aware of the vital role that hams
play in the world of communications.

The Public Information Coordinator is
responsible for assisting Public Information
Officers from around the state to work with
media and the public to get the message of
amateur radio to the public.

Wagoner started his duties by
compiling a list of ARRL officials across the
state to begin sharing ideas with others for
getting out the word about ham radio. “I
hear all the time from people who think ham
radio is dead. It isn’t dead - it is experiencing
a rebirth,” said Wagoner.

Deep Sea Fishing Trip Ticket Sales Continuing 

Sales of the raffle tickets for a deep sea fishing trip are continuing from members
of the Pearl River County Amateur Radio Club. Anyone wishing to buy or sell some of
the tickets should contact any club member. Proceeds to be used for a new repeater!

Repeater Roundup
Location     Frequency  Offset   Tone
Poplarville     145.210      -      136.5 
Millard 145.150      -      136.5
Hillsdale       145.410      -      136.5
McHenry       147.165     +     136.5
McHenry       147.375     +     136.5
Wiggins        145.270      -     136.5
Kiln           145.330      -      open
Stennis 147.180      -      103.5
Bay St. Louis  29.640       -     136.6
Bay St. Louis  53.650       -     136.5 
Biloxi            146.730      -     136.5
Biloxi            146.790      -     136.5
Hattiesburg   146.775      -     136.5
Hattiesburg   147.315      +    136.5
Hattiesburg   145.370      -     136.5
Hattiesburg   145.190      -     136.5
Hattiesburg 442.725     +      open
Hattiesburg 444.775     +     136.5
Hattiesburg 443.700     +     136.5
Collins          146.985      -     136.5
McComb 146.940      -     103.5
McComb 444.875     +     100.0
Pine, La.       145.430      -      107.2
Slidell, La.     147.270     +     114.8
Slidell, La.     444.425     +     114.8 
Slidell, La.     443.950     +     114.8
N.O., La.       146.860     -      114.8 
Covington, La. 146.715   -        open
Hammond, La. 147.000   -       open
Hammond, La. 145.130   -      107.2
Hammond, La. 145.010 HMU     Digi
Hammond, La. 444.250   +     107.2
Hammond, La. 53.090/52.090  open

Larry Wagoner
(N5WLW)



Hurricane Drill
Was A Success

POPLARVILLE - The continuing
efforts of hams to make sure that
emergency communications are available
in the event of another catastrophe paid
off as a drill to check preparations on
May 1 was a success.

Emergency Operations Centers
across the state set up emergency
communications using amateur radio
equipment, establishing contacts on
digital and voice modes during the drill.

Stone County ARES Net

WIGGINS - Stone County ARRL
Emergency Coordinator Tim Purvis
(N5UDK) reminds all area hams that the
Stone County ARES net is held each
Monday at 7 p.m. on the 147.165
repeater.

The repeater, located on a tower
at McHenry, Mississippi,  operates at
147.165 Mhz. With a positive offset and a
tone of 136.5. 

VE Testing Session Graduates
New Ham, Two Earn Upgrades

POPLARVILLE - Pearl River County Amateur Radio Club sponsored a VE Test
session in Poplarville recently, resulting in one new person joining the ranks of Amateur
Radio Operators as a Technician Class, and two upgrades to General Class.

Charlie Jordan earned his Technician Class license, while Ralph Miller (KC5ODF)
and Brian Bacola (KE5SZY) upgraded to General Class.

Stennis Repeater Is
Back On The Air

BAY ST. LOUIS - The on-again
off-again John C. Stennis Space Center
repeater is back on the air with a
vengeance!

Operating on a frequency of
147.180, offset positive and a tone of
103.5, the machine is located on the
main Stennis Space Center
communications tower at about 275
feet.

The new repeater offers good
coverage in the Picayune area, as well
as into southeast Louisiana including
Pearl River and Slidell.

Traffic on the machine is a bit
light, but as local hams become aware
of the machine, it should pick up.

Dave Maniscalco (WB5ZRL),
Francis Grosz (K5FBG), and Gill Stock
(N5UK) worked to get the new machine
on air.

Tests on the new machine by
this writer indicate good coverage up
through the middle of the county as
well.



Plans Made For
Red Bluff Trip

POPLARVILLE - Several upcoming
events, including an expedition to Red
Bluff near Columbia, the 2008 Field Day
and the Pearl River County Blueberry
Festival  headed discussions at the May
regular monthly meeting of the Pearl
River Amateur Radio Club.

The trip to Red Bluff has been set
for the weekend of May 24. Red Bluff is
a natural formation near Columbia, Ms.
which features a high eroding bluff that
offers not only a spectacular view, but
also a wonderful location for radio
operations.

The bluff is actually formed by
natural erosion of the Pearl River in the
area. The PRCARC plans to set up a
radio station there for making contacts,
while having a good time for hams and
their families.

Ozone Ham Fest Set By
Slidell Ham Radio Club

Visitors at the PRCARC Meeting

POPLARVILLE - John and Judy
Guthans, AA5UY and AA5UZ, of the
Ozone Amateur Radio Club in Slidell
visited the PRCARC at the recent regular
meeting of the club, announcing the
upcoming Ozone Hamfest.

The Slidell Hamfest is set for July
19 at the Slidell City Auditorium,
according to Judy - who serves as
President of Ozone Radio Club. 

Several very nice prizes have
been obtained for the Slidell hamfest,
including a grand prize of a Yaesu FT
857-D, a Yaesu 7800 2-meter rig and
more.

John reported that Ozone is now
operating a Digipeater at 145.01 Mhz at
the National Weather Service building in
Slidell.

The club also assisted in the
placement of amateur radio gear at the
Louisiana Heart Hospital in Lacombe,
Slidell Memorial Hospital and Northshore
Regional Medical Center.

John also noted the upcoming
Special Event Station to be operated by
the Ozone Club on September 27 to
commemorate the club’s 45th

Anniversary.
Ozone Radio Club meets on the

first and third Thursdays of each month
in the club building on Cousin Street in
Slidell.

John also noted that the Slidell-
based club has replaced equipment
damaged in Hurricane Katrina.

Red Bluff -  as seen from the top.



TECH  TALK
Tech Talk is a creation by WA5WRE
that we hope w ill help develop
some interest in the “ hands on” end
of Amateur Radio. It w ill consist of
daily happenings in the shack, and
in all of the Amateur community in
Pearl R iver County. It w ill relate to
construction projects, and helpful
hints pertaining to the hobby. 

TIME: For as
long as man has
lived on earth,
we haves
pondered, tried
to change it, and
when you reach
my age, you try
to extend it.

Toward the end of this month,
this old man will have seen 62 of these
years gone by. I too have pondered the
things I have seen, have done, and have
wished I could have done. We’ve all
been there, and those too young to
understand will soon be there.

Dreams are all we have, and all
we can take with us when our time on
Earth ends. We try to remember the
good things, and not dwell on those that
we would rather forget.

While listening to my radio as this
letter is being created, I heard a QSO

Field Day 2008
Preparations 
Are Underway

  
POPLARVILLE - Preparations are

underway for Field Day 2008. Following a
very successful Field Day in 2008, the
Pearl River County Amateur Radio Club is
planning an even bigger event for this
year.

The nation-wide event is slated for
June 21-22. Last year, the local club
placed first place in the state of
Mississippi in Division 2-A and this year,
club members have their sights set on
doing even better. The club will use the
same site as last year - at City Park in
Poplarville.

Club members will begin operating
at noon on Saturday, and operate until
noon on Sunday. The club will operate
two HF stations - one on voice and one
on CW, as well as a VHF station and a
GOTA (Get On The Air) station.

According to the ARRL, “ARRL
Field Day is the most popular on-the-air
operating event in amateur radio. On the
fourth full weekend in June, tens of
thousands of amateur radio operators
gather for a public demonstration of our
service. Field Day is part educational
event, part operating  event, part public
relations event and ALL about FUN!”

Make your plans now to join us
this year! We will have food, fun, radio
contacts, fellowship and the knowledge
that we are preparing to provide
emergency communications when
needed.

Net Assignments
May 8                         Jim Searcy
May 15                   Bobby Graves
May 22                 Carolyn Nelson
May 29                  Larry Wagoner



between two gentlemen probably my age or older who began to reminisce about their
days as kids first coming to know radio.

What caught my attention, was one speaking about his aunt buying him a Boy
Scout crystal set for his birthday from the five-and-dime when she  saw he had an
interest. I too had an aunt that bought me the same thing. It was fairly cheap, the
galena crystal was glued onto a cardboard chassis, and the cat whisker was mounted on
a piece of wood. The coil that had to be hand-wound on what looked like a toilet tissue
cylinder.

Once it was built, I had to use one of the screens covering my bedroom window
as an antenna. (We lived in low-income housing), you couldn’t have any outside wiring
or anything. Even with the screen, I could pick up real strong stations. Where I lived,
WPMP was the strongest, and I would lay there at night listening, until I fell asleep.

One evening while I was listening, a real strong station came over the top of
WPMP, and I couldn’t understand him. He sounded like he had a mouth full of mush.
After tracking down the source a few days later, I made friends with a boy who, I later
found out, along with his father, were something called “hams “. As time passed I found
out they were operating on a frequency very close to the one I was trying to hear -
called 160 meters.

My friend’s name was Walter Johnson, Jr., and his father was an Electrical
Engineer who worked at NASA. He had also done design work for Disney World
automation. He and Walt Jr. later showed me how to extend the coverage of my simple
radio so that I could listen to their conversations. Man, did this set me on fire. I had the
bug bad. Walt Sr.’s radio-room was in the basement of their home, and if you were
fortunate enough to go there, he had wall-to-wall Collins equipment.

At the time, I had no real idea at what I was looking at, but I was like a kid in a
candy store. I could hear stations from all over the world. Mostly voice communications
back then, on “AM,” but there was a rare form of communications they called “CW” -
which was Walt Jr.’s favorite. He stayed in communication with another ham who lived
in Biloxi named Tom Braidwood (W5BW) using this code.

Since I couldn’t understand what was being said, it kind of made me feel a little
uneasy - they could have been talking about me and Iwould never have known it. I
figured if I’m gonna play with the big boys, then I should learn this “code“. Once Walt
Jr. and I started, it became interesting that you could actually communicate with a
person using timed tones, and have a conversation.

Walt and I secretly built two large loops of wire and hung them on the outside of
our homes on the walls at night. Since the loops were facing each other and we had
several dry cell batteries connected in series with a key and the loop to transmit, and a
knife switch to connect the loop to a set of headphones, we could send back and forth
with no problems.

Just before my bedtime, I would go outside, take down the loop, and bring it in
the house. It was funny, because when my Mother would go outside to get the clothes
off of the line she would walk a large circle around the loop. I guess she thought I
might fry her or something.

This system worked fine unless there was a storm in the neighborhood, then you



could forget it - the static crashes would deafen you.
Since my Mother worked for pennies a day, I couldn’t afford anything, so, I

began to rob all the local TV and Radio repair shops. They were a goldmine. I really
didn’t know what I was looking at but I soon found out there are a few things better left
alone. While exploring one night, I made the mistake of putting my elbow on the anode
(high voltage for the picture, some 18,000 volts).

Talk about a wake-up call! Once I peeled myself off of the floor and looked at
myself in a mirror on the door to my room, I discovered I looked like a giant fur ball.
Then and there, decided I should get some education before moving on.

I don’t know why, but I think parents have a second sense about things that as
kids we get into. Mom was working as a waitress, and she asked for extra hours so that
she could pay for me to take a correspondce course from National Radio Institute. It
cost $2.16 a month, and had I known how hard she had to work for that, I would
probably have never furthered my education in that field.

School was tough back then. My sister quit school to get married when she was
in the 9  grade, and if it had not been for friends like Walt and his Dad, I don’t think Ith

would have gained as much knowledge from the course as I did.
In time as my knowledge grew, I put together my first CW transmitter from the

junk parts that I had obtained. Basically, it was a 6C4 crystal oscillator driving a 6V6 RF
output tube. It gave me a mighty 7 watts: I now could set the sky on fire. I then
decided I needed an outside antenna.

To accomplish this I took one of the old audio output transformers apart. The
winding was as fine as human hair. If you weren’t carefull, it would break in a
heartbeat. I eased it out the window, ran it over to a tree some 60 feet away and my
insulator was a plastic pill bottle. It never was discovered, and I must have made
hundreds of contacts on 40 meters.

Back then, they had what they called “Novice Roundups”, and if your crystal
wasn’t close enough you had to grind it. What a job.

I would take the crystal apart, take the glass out, put some water on a piece of
emery cloth, rub the glass back and forth, clean it up, put the crystal back together
again, put the transmitter in “spot”, and find it on the receiver.

If it wasn’t right, then I did the process over and over, until it was there. If I
ground it to much and went past the frequency, I was out of luck. Of course, that
wasn’t a real problem back then either. There were no transceivers - you had a
transmitter and a receiver - so if I was off frequency a little, it didn’t matter. The
contact station could listen to my transmitted signal, and I would listen to his - a form
of duplex.

This all worked fine for a while - until I decided that I needed more power. I
found an article in a book that showed you how to build an amplifier using six 6V6’s,
built on an ice tray (I got in a lot of trouble with my Mom over that later). When it was
finished, turned the amplifier over and summerged the tubes in the oil to keep them
cool.

With my six watts input to the amp, I could create 40 watts. I was having a blast
one night, when our neighbor knocked on the door and told my Mother I was



interfering with his television. That ended my operating until I entered high school.
This brings up another story. In high school I had two rivals, Walt Jr, and

another buddy name Gary Shonk. We were like the Three Musketeers, and we were
always trying to out-do each other. In 12  grade physics, it was really tough. I had noth

one to fall back on, and neither of my buddies were going to help me. I really had to
burn the midnight oil.

To make a long story short, our final exam in Physics was going to be a bear. To
make sure we were going to graduate we came up with the plan to use our pencils to
tap out code about what question we were having problems with and whoever knew
the answer would relay.

As we entered the classroom we found out that our teacher was sick and the
school had assigned a substitute. This made it even better - or so we thought.

All through the test, things were working beautifully. As the bell rang, and we
had to turn in our paperwork, I could just see the big “A” on my paper.

To our amazement before anyone left, the substitute teacher said everyone
could leave except you, you, and you - indicating the three of us.

He told us that what we had done was ingenious - and of course we had no idea
what he was talking about - until he told us he was a retired Radioman out of the Navy!

My heart sank. I suddenly got sick to my stomach and my big “A” didn’t look so
good.

I have had statements made to me in my life that were upsetting, but when he
said those three little words; “You all failed”, my world came to an end. In later years, I
have wondered why we did it in the first place - all three of us had a 92-94 average -
but at the time, it seemed like a good idea.

Walt broke down - I had never seen such a blubbering idiot. He knew his Dad
would kill him - and then beat him again - just to make sure he had done a good job. I
learned later, that Walt’s Dad had already gotten him into the University of Mississippi,
and this little stunt could have caused it all to come crashing down.

After what seemed like an eternity, the substitute decided to let us come back
after school, and take a make-up test. Of course, we all passed, but it was a lesson well
learned.

I guess all this is leading up to the subject at hand. All that took place in 1961-
62, and I am still learning today. How many of you  can really say you know what
Amateur Radio is?

With all the changes that have been made to the hobby - it is still a hobby. My
hobby also became a career, but that’s beside the point.

As one of this country’s greatest presidents said, “Ask not what your Country can
do for you. Ask rather what you can do for your Country.”

Well - I’m asking the same question, just in a different way. What can you do for
Amateur Radio? Does it mean anything to you, or is it just something to do to occupy
your time?? What do you have to offer?

If you’ve just received your license and you are still young it may mean nothing
yet. When you have reached my age and love the hobby as much as I do, the hobby
becomes a job.



I know that if it is to continue, I must give something back. I have taught classes
over the years, and been an “Elmer” to hundreds of individuals who are now enjoying
the fruits of their work. And I do mean work. When I taught classes, you had to know
the theory, you had to know code, and you had to be able to apply both when you took
your test. There were no multiple choice questions.

Back then, when trying to earn a license you worried more about the theory than
the code. That was yesterday. Today, I hear statements like, “It’s so easy, a caveman
can do it.”

This may be true, but again I ask, “What can you do to change that?” If a person
today obtains a license, other than getting a radio and talking on it, has she or he really
accomplished anything?

For example, how many hams licensed within the last year could go out an
create an antenna for a certain frequency they want to talk on? Some of us have
learned a few things over the years, and this may be one of them, and it is as much a
part of the hobby as food is to life.

If you have the knowledge, share it. How many kids do you know that could stay
out of trouble if you just took the effort to introduce them to the hobby? It works both
ways. Kids don’t wake up every morning thinking, “What can I do today to get into
trouble?” They have other influences in their lives that lead them there. If you could
reverse that would you?

I wake up every morning with the thought of what I can learn today. At 62, I can
tell you it never ends. I am not excited by the things that I know - it’s the things I don’t
know that excite me.

We have so many things around us today, that we take for granted. Since the
inception of the Internet there is an abundance of information out there just waiting to
integrate itself into your brain. What is so amazing is that it takes no effort whatsoever
to find something to explore.

Look around you! There are a thousand things that you have no idea how or why
they work. Explore them! I hate to keep falling back on the antenna, but even if you
have the knowledge to build one, do you know how or why it works?

Have you ever created anything with your two hands and had it work and felt the
excitement and joy that your creation brings? Can you still feel the excitement of that
moment?

That was one thing I looked for when I was teaching classes. When a student
was having trouble understanding something, or having trouble with the code - as soon
as they got it, you could see it in their eyes. Their whole face lites up. Then is when I
received my reward for what I had done.

If you want the hobby to continue to exist, you have to be a part. Letting
someone else carry the load for you, isn’t going to work. I may be stronger than you,
and if I have to carry you for a ways, I will do it, but sooner or later, I too will become
tired, and fall to the ground. Then we have both failed.

You are a part of something that has made the world what it is today, as far as
technical knowledge. There aren’t too many things that we have today that in some
way can’t be attributed to Amateur Radio.



The Tom-Toms (GPS System) you have in your vehicle or carry on your person,
the cell phone you have glued to your ear, the satellite TV, computers, the radios that
we use for the hobby, and the list goes on and on. None would be available, if not for
explorers of radio years ago.

As I close, I would like to say one more thing. “We are living in trying times, and
with an uncertain future of this world, and if there is some small part that you can do to
change it for the better, WILL YOU”?                                                      Thank You,
Jim WA5WRE

FCC Denies Request For Digital Repeater Sub-band
Washington, DC - The Federal Communications Commission has denied a petition

filed by two California hams asking that an additional repeater subband be created on 2
meters. This, ostensibly to permit the introduction of digital voice repeaters in areas
where no spectrum exists for them.

The hams, Ken D. Chafin, W6CPA, and Leon J. Brown, KC6JAR, had asked the
FCC to amend its rules to allow repeater stations to transmit in the 145.5 to145.8 MHz
segment of the 2 meter amateur band.  This, in addition to the 2 meter frequency
segments currently authorized for repeater station operation.

Chafin and Brown argued that additional spectrum is needed for repeater
stations because some amateur repeater stations have begun using certain digital
communication protocols, and "digital voice operation is incompatible with existing
analog operations . This, because digital voice users are unable to determine if the
desired frequency is in use by analog users and can inadvertently cause harmful
interference to those users.

The pair also argued that coordinating groups have been unable to separate
analog and digital voice repeater operations to avoid harmful interference because the
available repeater spectrum in the 2 meter band is fully occupied by existing analog
users in most metropolitan areas." 

FCC Considers Raising Vanity License Fees
The FCC released a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking and Order (NPRM) on May 8

seeking to raise fees for Amateur Radio vanity call signs. Currently, a vanity call sign
costs $11.70 and is good for 10 years; the new fee, if the FCC plan goes through, will
go up to $12.30 for 10 years, an increase of $.60.

The FCC is authorized by the Communications Act of 1934 (as amended) to
collect vanity call sign fees to recover the costs associated with that program. The
vanity call sign regulatory fee is payable not only when applying for a new vanity call
sign, but also upon renewing a vanity call sign for a new term. Instructions on how to
comment on this NPRM are available on the FCC Web site.

The vanity call sign fee has fluctuated over the 12 years of the current program -
from a low of $12 to a high of $50.
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